86                  MODERN   TRAVANCORE
Tuberculosis is on the increase. Her Excellency Lady Linlithgow's visit to Travancore in January 1939 was taken advantage of for laying the foundation-stone of a Tuberculosis Hospital in Nagercoil. The building is expected to-be completed and ready for use in the course of 1941. At present there' is a Tuberculosis Clinic in the General Hospital,. Trivandrum, for out-patients and a small ward has been set apart for the treatment of in-patients. After a visit to this, ward, I found that it is terribly croxvded which only shows, the need for a well-equipped Tuberculosis Hospital.
Travancore has for the past 40 years and more been keenly interested in affording free medical aid to women. A. new and up-to date building was constructed in 1916 and placed under a highly qualified (London) Indian Lady whose unselfish and disinterested labours have raised the Institution to a high level of efficiency and professional skill as is testified to by the fact that women patients from the British Districts and from far off Philippine Islands have resorted to this Hospital. It has also attracted Gosha women from Namboodiri and Mohammadan communities. There is also another Hospital at Quilon exclusively for women under highly qualified, ladies. Several major Hospitals in the State have qualified women doctors attached to them. Malabar of which Travancore forms the leading part is deservedly called the Land of Women. Travancore has forged ahead by appointing a lady as Head of the Medical Department, Mrs. Poonen Lukose, who has proved herself to be a successful administrative Officer, as she has been in the profession, Travancore is thus the first administration,in India, to take this step of appointing a lady as the controlling Head of a Major Depart* ment
The Ayurveda Department
As in the case of Allopathic system of medical relief,, so in case of the Ayurvedic or indigenous system, Travancore was the earliest to give State aid, The Ayurvedic system